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Cream of the News 


Milk production in Wisconsin during December was 
up 3 percent from a year earlier, and total output of 
milk for 1979 was also 3 percent larger than in 1978. 

Wholesale prices of cheddar cheese declined from 
November to December, while butter prices increased. 

Weekly estimates for December indicated that pro- 
duction of American cheese and butter in both Wis- 
consin and the Nation was up from a year ago. 

Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers in De- 
cember were expected to average $12.45 a hundred- 
weight, 2 cents more than the previous month. 

Cold storage stocks of butter in the Nation at the 
end of 1979 were 15 percent below a year earlier, but 
stocks of cheese were up 16 percent. 

Farm numbers in Wisconsin were estimated at 
94,000 on January 1, a decline of 1,000 farms from a 
year ago. 

The index of prices received by Wisconsin farmers 
as of mid-December increased 4 points from a month 
earlier. 

Record production of hay, soybeans, and corn for 
grain in 1979 resulted in the crop production index 
being 8 points above 1978. 

Based on a planting intentions survey taken about 
January 1, corn acreage in Wisconsin and the Nation 
may increase 4 percent in 1980. 

Feeder pig prices in Wisconsin for November were 
down $6.00 from August and the lowest since Octo- 
ber 1976. 

The number of cattle and calves on feed in the 23 
major feeding states on January 1 was 7 percent be- 
low a year ago. 

Stocks of red meat in cold storage at the end of 
December were 2 percent under a year earlier, but 
poultry stocks were up 38 percent. 
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MILK PRODUCTION 
RECORD HIGH IN 1979 


According to preliminary estimates, milk production on 
Wisconsin farms during 1979 totaled a record of nearly 22 
billion pounds. This was an increase of 3 percent from the 
1978 output. There were more milk cows on Wisconsin farms 
during 1979, and monthly production per cow exceeded a 
year earlier in every month except April when it was the 
same. The annual output of milk per cow for 1979 was esti- 
mated at 12,110 pounds, up 375 pounds from the previous 
year. Pasture conditions were good throughout the 1979 
growing season, and feed supplies have been plentiful for the 
winter feeding season. The State’s milk production for De- 
cember amounted to 1,722 million pounds, 3 percent more 
than in December 1978. Production per cow for December 
averaged 950 pounds, a gain of 25 pounds from a year earlier. 

The Nation’s milk production of 10 billion pounds in De- 
cember was up 2 percent from the previous year. There were 
1 percent fewer milk cows on the Nation’s farms during De- 
cember than a year earlier, but production per cow increased 
28 pounds. Grain and other concentrates fed to milk cows on 
January 1,:1980 averaged 15.4 pounds, up .4 pound from 
that date in 1979. The preliminary estimate of milk produc- 
tion in the Nation for 1979 was 123.5 billion pounds, 1 per- 
cent higher than the 1978 output. 


Milk Production 



























i Z December December Jan.-Dec. | Change from last year 

Selected States 1978 1979 1979 Dec. Tae 
Million pounds Percent 

Wisconsin .. . 156.75 Loree 21,950 3) +3. 
Minnesota... 723 718 9,048 —1 N.C: 
New: ¥ ork. co. 863 888 10,796 +3 cas 
Pennsylvania . 640 664 7,990 +4 +1 
Caliiorniais. wen: 963 1,041 12,346 +8 +4 
Other States. . 4,923 4,977 61,415 all hac. 
United States . [ 9,788 10,010 123,545 dd) am | 
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MILK PRICE UP 
SLIGHTLY IN DECEMBER 


Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers in December 
were expected to average $12.45 a hundredweight, 2 cents 
more than the previous month. The December 1978 milk 
price averaged $11.65 a hundredweight. 

November milk prices were up 16 cents from October and 
97 cents above a year earlier. Milkfat content for November 
averaged 3.90 percent compared with 3.89 percent in Novem- 
ber 1978. 

Milk produced for the Grade A market returned $12.62 a 
hundredweight in November, up 19 cents from the previous 
month and $1.04 above a year earlier. 

Manufacturing grade milk averaged $12.00 a hundred- 
weight for November, a gain of 7 cents from October and 81 
cents higher than November 1978. The 3.5 percent base price 
for manufacturing grade milk in November averaged $11.46 a 
hundredweight, 24 cents more than the 3.5 percent govern- 
ment support price. 














Milk Prices 1/ 

? Dec. 
October 1979 November price per cwt. 1979 
Selected States ‘Ayerage 79/78 Ne 
test per cwt. change Cut 2/ 
Percent Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 

Milk for all uses 
Wisconsin .... 3.84 12.27 11.46 12.43 + 8 12.45 
Minnesota . : 3.71 11.88 11.02 11.99 + 9 12.00 
New York=. a... 3.66 12.90 11.90 12.90 + 8 12.80 
California’. 2821. 3.59 12.00 10.80 12.20 +13 12.70 
United States . Sin 12.60 11.60 12.90 +11 13.00 

Wisconsin utilization 

Market milk... 3.83 12.43 11.58 12.62 +9 XXX 
Manufacturingmilk 3.86 11.93 1109 12.00 ges 4 XXX 
Creameries .. 3.85 11.82 11.05 11.89 + 8 XXX 
Cheese factories 3.86 11.95 Mises 12.02 spy) XXX 
Variedprod.plants|_ 3.84 11.81 11.02 11.88 + 8 NOG 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


— PUBLISHED MONTHLY — 
Statisticians 
Carrol D. Spencer, Jn Charge 
Jim Davies, Assistant in Charge 


Ed Lippert 
John S. Rowe 


Laverne E. Krahn 
Charles W. LeGrande 


Editor 


Marvin Heiser 


‘This publication is free upon request to the Wisconsin 
Agriculture Reporting Service, Box 9160, Madison 
Wisconsin 53715. 





Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 







Change from 


Utilization last year 












Dollars per cwt. Percent 


Market milks i, )-Wwebe ace) serauietien sits 11.05 11.94 12.04 +9 
Manufacturing milk ......... 10.69 11.45 11.46 an 
Creameries’] seta cones a 10.52 11.36 DLS i5: +8 
American cheese plants ..... 10.70 11.45 11.46 +7 
Varied products plants...... 10.52 11.36 11.35 +8 
Federal Order Markets 
Chicago Regional Base Zone 10.87 1 Ee) 11.87 +9 





1/Computed using milkfat differential. 2/Preliminary. 


NOVEMBER BUTTER AND CHEESE 
PRODUCTION UP FROM YEAR AGO 


Production of butter and cheese in Wisconsin and the Na- 
tion during November was above that month in 1978. The 
State’s butter output of 19.8 million pounds for November 
was up 17 percent from a year earlier. Nationally, production 
of butter in November was 12 percent larger than the pre- 
vious year. Although Minnesota produced 6 percent less but- 
ter in November than a year ago, output in California was up 
52 percent and other states combined had an increase of 5 
percent. 

Production of all cheese in the Nation for November was 4 
percent more than a year earlier. Both Swiss and American 
cheese production increased 6 percent from November 1978. 
Output of Italian cheese was up 2 percent, but Brick and 
Muenster declined 2 percent as did all other varieties. 

American cheese production in lowa during November was 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 






Change from 
last year 








Novemher | November 
1978 1979 


Item and area 











1,000 pounds 















BUTTER 
Wisconsin, & oi. 2 16,953 19,800 234,100 ait ligt ie 
Minnesota; +... - 10,673 10,005 144,585 — 6 — 8 
Californias. Syn near 8,444 12,800 136,015 IS ae (8) 
Other states ..... 30,400 32,048 386,942 asl — 3 
United States .... 66,470: 74,653 901,642 ctelied, — 2 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
WISCONSIN ra ee a eins 63,745 67,500 859,150 + 6 +6 
Minnesota... .:. 31,972 33,895 380,545 + 6 +10 
TOW sce eee ces te 7.321 7,195 89,337 — 2 Zeal 
Other'states4.. 2). 5 48,393 51,350 685,744 +. 6 i 3 
United States ....: 151,431 159,940 2,014,776 +6 +6 
CHEESE, 
MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
Swiss sie eons 15,024 15,924 201.052 + 6 rus vt 
Brick and Muenster 6,050 5,954 69,389 — 2 These. 
Ttalianenncie er ar 73,754 75,545 848,983 + 2 te 7, 
Alliother= ie ee le 33,398 S255 270,850 — 2 aie 3G) 
MOtak ovctvaaegnrerts 128,226 129,998 1,390,274 cae ea! + 6 
ALL CHEESE 
United States)... ..”. 279,275 289,938 3,405,050 ae Gh ie Pa 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Cord) 1) anes 53,454 50,600 617,500 - 5 — 4 
Creamed 2) iw <.us 67,802 64,595 786,099 - 5 = 3 
Low Fat 3/ .. . 11,426 11,822 144,421 tps + 3 
1,000 gallons Percent 
ICE CREAM 
Wisconsin 2 = .).).)- 1,299 1,400 17,650 + 8 DC! 
Minis. 2h eee Pea] HAS) 2,500 35,630 —10 -— 4 
Lowa i va cane 834 920 12,248 + 10 +14 
Michigatt ajass ctu 23:90 2,400 34,430 ao a) he 
Minnesota naar 2S 17 2,380 30,195 —- § He! 
Other'states 7). 5 47,578 46,651 636,010 — 2 T/C. 
United States: i. 92 $7,334 $6,251 766,163 — 2 nC: 





1/Mostly used for processing into creamed or lowfat cottage cheese. 2/Fat con- 
tent 4 percent or more. 3/Fat content less than 4 percent. 
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2 percent below the previous year. Wisconsin, Minnesota, and 
all other states made 6 percent more American cheese in No- 
vember than a year earlier. 

Output of both creamed and curd cottage cheese in No- 
vember was down 5 percent from the previous year, but pro- 
duction of lowfat cottage cheese increased 3 percent. Wiscon- 
sin’s ice cream production for November was 8 percent more 
than a year ago while the Nation’s ice cream output declined 
2 percent. 


BUTTER STOCKS LOWER 
BUT CHEESE STOCKS UP 


Butter stocks in the Nation’s cold storage facilities at the 
end of 1979 totaled 175.5 million pounds, a decline of 15 
percent from a year earlier. Wisconsin’s butter stocks in cold 
storage on December 31 amounted to 19.5 million pounds, 
10 percent below the previous year. The Government had 
nearly 151 million pounds of butter in cold storage at the 
end of 1979, a decline of 21 percent from a year ago. 

Stocks of American cheese in the Nation on December 31 
totaled 413.7 million pounds, an increase of 16 percent from 
a year earlier. Wisconsin had 225.5 million pounds of Ameri- 
can cheese in cold storage at the end of 1979, a gain of 24 
percent from the previous year. Government stocks of Amer- 
ican cheese amounted to 2.4 million pounds compared with 
8.9 million pounds on December 31, 1978. 

Swiss cheese stocks in cold storage on December 31 were 
up 8 percent from a year ago, while stocks of other cheese 
showed an increase of 22 percent. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 












Change 
from last 
year 










Dec. 31 
1979 


Dec. 31, 
O07 


Dec, 3h; 
1978 


Commodity 








1,000 pounds Percent 
UNITED STATES 
Bwblenves oe ca, Sots awe 184,907 206,930 175,548 —15 
Cheese, American 4 404,669 357,938 413,687 +16 
Cheeéseé;'Swiss,'s 2054 <5; 8,209 12,290 13,308 +8 
Cheese, all other ..... 55,751 66,144 80,860 #22 
Cheese,'total . i... + & 468,629 436,372 507,855 +16 
WISCONSIN 
Butter aa sates ish 14,064 21,602 19,523 —10 
Cheese, American 191,479 181,939 225,475 +24 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 
Butheratagst sys: prota «te 150,687 191,776 150,818 —21 
Cheese, American 43,140 8,855 2,417 —73 





*Included in above totals. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products, United States 


Change 
from 
last year 










Commodity 








1,000 pounds Percent 


Dried: whole milk .... .):). « 5.947, Bo 4,910 32 
Dried'skim milk 2.2... . 60,039 3753115 86,207 +131 
Dried buttermilk ....... 3,661 2,224 4,121 + 85 
Condensed milk and evapo- 

rated milk (case goods) 1/. . 100,990 84,383 89,141 +16 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


AMERICAN CHEESE AND BUTTER 
PRODUCTION ABOVE DECEMBER 1978 


Weekly estimates for December indicated that production 


of American cheese and butter in both Wisconsin and the Na- 
tion was higher than a year earlier. National butter produc- 
tion for December was about 3 percent more than in Decem- 
ber 1978, but output for January through November was 2 
percent below that period in 1978. Wisconsin’s butter pro- 
duction for December was above the previous year due to in- 
creases in the first three weeks of the month. For January 
through November, the State’s butter churnings were | per- 
cent more than in those months of 1978. 

American cheese production in the Nation for December 
was | percent higher than a year earlier, while output for Jan- 
uary through November showed an increase of 6 percent. 
Wisconsin’s American cheese production during January 
through November also had a gain of 6 percent from that pe- 
riod in 1978. The State’s output of American cheese in De- 
cember was about 7 percent more than a year ago. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 









Butter 
United States 


American Cheese 





Wisconsin United States Wisconsin 















Periods Ch Cl Cl ee 
| e.. ange “hange : “hange shange 
ee from last | from last Ee aa: from last | from last 
year year year year 
1,000 lbs. Percent | Percent 1,000 Ibs. Percent | Percent 
November . 74,653 +12 cal 7 159,940 + 6 + 6 
Jan.-Nov. 901,642 — 2 apt dl 2,014,776 = 6 +6 
Weeks ending 
Dees 6 3.4 17,800 a ah ctl Bo] 37,000 ae tS +11 
Decal 37. 16,800 BED +24 35,500 sei ll Pris 
Dec. 20 - 17,000 + 4 +2 37,300 — 2 ii she) 
DECw 2 Tir. 19,000 ae ul N.C; 42,400 — 3 + 3 
Jan3 9 653 22,800 ith — 3 44,000 3 hay 
Totaly sliee 93,400 + 3 NOON 196,200 Fee | XXX 





WHOLESALE BUTTER 
PRICE HIGHER 


Wholesale prices of 92-score butter at the New York mar- 
ket averaged 136.62 cents a pound in December, up more 
than 1 cent from November and nearly 11 cents above last 
year. 

Cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks averaged $1.25 a 
pound at Wisconsin assembling points during December. This 
was a decline of three-fourths cent from the previous month 
but almost 6 cents more than December 1978. 

Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, averaged 159.50 
cents a pound for December. Wholesale prices for Swiss 
cheese were unchanged from November but were 8% cents 
higher than a year earlier. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 


















December 
1979 1/ 


November 
1979 


December 


Commodity 1978 





Butter, 92-score, New York, pound 125.83f 135.27f 136.62¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 lb. block, pound 1/ 119.38¢ 125.76¢ 125.00¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

niko ssxoneMyh O's tieth a oe cree 150.98¢ 159.50 159.50¢ 
National evaporated milk, case, 48 

LA Aluxdvozy cCansis- nina eet eis $17.01 $18.72 $18.72 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 

areas POUMGMe sty vaseedie en teetenn ees USE 83.84¢ 83.87¢ 





1/ Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 
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PRICES RECEIVED INDEX 
HIGHER IN MID-DECEMBER 

The index of prices received by Wisconsin farmers in mid- 
December was up 4 points from a month earlier. Higher 
prices for milk, calves, hogs, and lambs were the main contri- 
butors to the increase in the prices received index. At 265 
percent of the 1967 base year, the index was 19 points (8 
percent) above December 15, 1978. 

Milk cows averaged $1,070.00 each as of mid-December, 
down $25.00 from the previous month but $225.00 more 
than a year ago. Calves returned $109.90 a hundredweight in 
December, an increase of $8.90 from November and only 
$1.00 under the record high of May 1979. Calf prices were 
$41.40 higher than in December 1978. 

Steers and heifers averaged $64.30 a hundredweight for 
mid-December, a gain of 20 cents from a month earlier and 
$14.30 above the previous year. Slaughter cows at $47.30 a 
hundredweight in December were 10 cents below November 
but $5.30 above a year ago. 

Hog prices increased $4.20 from November to December, 
but at an average of $37.40 a hundredweight were $9.70 low- 
er than on December 15,:1978; 

Sheep averaged $17.60 a hundredweight in December, 
down $1.40 from November but $1.10 more than the pre- 
vious year. Lambs brought an average of $64.10 a hundred- 
weight in mid-December, up $1.40 from a month earlier and 
$5.40 above a year ago. 

Prices for turkeys averaged 48 cents a pound liveweight in 
December, 4 cents higher than November but 3 cents under a 
year earlier. Egg prices, at 62 cents a dozen on December 15, 
were the highest since January 1974. Eggs were up 2 cents 
from November and 6 cents above mid-December 1978. 

Wheat prices averaged $3.54 a bushe! in December, a de- 
cline of 4 cents from November but 52 cents higher than the 
previous year. Corn returned an average of $2.36 a bushel as 
of December 15; up<3".cents from w imonth’ carlier and 38 
cents above December 1978. 

Oats averaged $1.39 a bushel in December, 7 cents higher 
than the previous month and 30 cents more than a year ago. 
Soybeans brought an average of $5.85 a bushel for mid-Dec- 
ember, down 4 cents from November and 41 cents below 
December 1978. 

Baled alfalfa hay averaged $30.00 a ton as of December 
15, a decline of $2.50 from a month earlier and $6.00 under 
the previous year. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 






















Commodity Unit oa Vb vera 
) { 1977 1978 1979 
Dollars 

Milkscowss.) os ae Head 605.00 845.00 1,095.00 1,070.00 
Steersand heifers . }|Cwt. SO 50.00 64.10 64.30 
COWS ela cig cites Cwt. 23.80 42.00 47.40 47.30 
CalMeSe re sis, ames Cwt. 40.00 68.50 101.00 109.90 
LOPS Se Crees Meta ea eNVIES 40.20 47.10 33.20 37.40 
SHEENE <a eco Cwt. 12.50 16.50 19.00 17.60 
Varmbsiae ks katiene Cwt. 53.50 58.70 62.70 64.10 
TUPKGyS ee ee eee Lh. 400 510 440 -480 
poi wena Doz. 480 559 .600 -620 
GOrtvrsiciar s tiroes Bu. 1.85 1/ 1.98 1/ 2.33) 1] 2.36 
Wihieath 2 =. eee Bu. 527, 3.02 3.58 3.54 
Odie eee cleo nb: 1.0710) 1.09 1/ ayn ly) 1.39 
SOyPCans aw os = Bu. 5.60 6.26 5.89 5.85 
Alfalfa hay, baled _ ton 50.00 36.00 32.50 30.00 





1/Average for the month, 
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FARM NUMBERS LOWER 


The number of farms in Wisconsin as of January 1, 1980 
was estimated at 94,000, based on the definition of a farm 
which includes places with annual sales of agricultural prod- 
ucts of $1,000 or more. Farm numbers in the State at the be- 
ginning of this year were down 1,000 farms from a year ago. 
This decline continues the trend of the past three years. 

Farm numbers in Wisconsin declined at a slower rate dur- 
ing the 1970’s than in the 1960’s when the annual reduction 
was usually 3,000 farms. The current number of farms is less 
than half of the peak of 200,000 farms reached in 1935. 
Farm numbers are now the lowest since the 1860’s. 

Land in farms was estimated at 18.6 million acres as of 
January 1, 1980. This was a decline of 100,000 acres from a 
year earlier. Over 5 million acres have been removed from 
farmland since 1942 when a high of almost 24 million acres 
were in farmland in Wisconsin. 

As farm numbers declined, the average size of a Wisconsin 
farm increased from a low of 113 acres in 1925 to a high of 
198 acres by 1980. 

There were 2,332,690 farms in the United States in 1979 
which had annual sales of agricultural products of $1,000 or 
more. This was about 2 percent fewer than in 1978. The 
1980 preliminary estimate of farm numbers is 2,309,130, a 


FARM NUMBERS 


Wisconsin Janae IS75—80 


105 
Thousands 


lOO 


<8) 


90. 
I975 I976 Siar 1978 l979 1980 


Number of Farms and Land in Farms 
Wisconsin and United States, 1945-80 1/ 














Veur Wisconsin United States 

No. of | Average Land in No. of | Average Land in 

farms size farms farms size farms 

Thous. Acres Mil. acres Thous. Acres Mil. acres 
LOS Ore eae! 174 136 23.6 5,648 213 1,202.0 
NSIS arcent 155 150 PSP) 4,654 258 1,201.9 
L960.) Sosueirs 138 161 PEISASL 3,963 297 LTS 36 
1960 Ae pees 136 163 7 9 1 | 3,825 305 AVG 237 
1962) eer es 133 165 22.0 3,692 314 1,159.4 
19635 2 as 130 168 21.8 SESiia 322 1 LSdee 
1964 % Jae: 27. 170 21.6 3,457 332 1,146.1 
LOG Sees ee 124 173 21.4 3,356 340 1,139.6 
1966 Soe ceo 121 175 212 SPI Se 348 1,131.8 
196 Tiga ee 118 177 20.9 3,162 355 e235 
OOS ire. nae 115 179 20.6 SORE 363 L10S.2 
LOGO, ee 112 181 20.3 3,000 369 1,107.8 
DO 7 Oue ie eae 110 183 20.1 2,949 374 1,102.4 
Hos it Wes ae 108 184 19.9 2,902 378 1,096.9 
O72 ee an 107 185 19.8 2,860 382 1,092.1 
UOT Saree ae 106 186 19.7 2.823 385 1,087.9 
49.74 ce eae 105 187 19.6 2.795 388 1,084.4 
19°75: 2) ieee a 101 191 19.3 2.491 427 1,062.7 
19 FG ar vores 99 193 19.1 2.454 432 1,059.1 
VOT Ta ees 97 195 18.9 2.409 438 1,054.8 
SOUS? 2 eee 96 196 18.8 2.370 444 1,052.0 
19170! Seton 95 197 18.7 2.333 450 1,049.1 
1:98.03) /eeemene: 94 198 18.6 2,309 453 1,046.7 








1 /Including Alaska and Hawaii. 2/Estimates from 1975 on, include places with an- 
nual sales of agricultural products of $1,000 or more. 3/Preliminary. 
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decline of 1 percent. Total land in farms for 1979 was 1,049 
million acres, down 3 million acres from 1978. The prelimin- 
ary estimate for 1980 is 1,047 million acres of land in farms. 


1979 CROP SUMMARY 


The crop production index for 1979 averaged 125 percent 
of the 1967 base year. This was about | point below the rec- 
ord high in 1977 but 8 points above 1978. Production of 
hay, soybeans, and corn for grain in 1979 was the highest 
ever but oats production was down. Tobacco output showed 
a substantial gain while potato production declined slightly 
from 1978. Production of most vegetables was up in 1979, 
led by record crops of peas, snap beans, beets, and cucumbers. 
The cherry crop was excellent, production of cranberries in- 
creased, but apple production declined. 

Wisconsin farmers planted a record corn 
3,950,000 acres in 1979, an increase of 200,000 acres from 
1978. Nearly 3 million acres were harvested for grain, 8 per- 
cent more than in 1978. Yields of corn for grain averaged 
103 bushels per acre, only | bushel under the record high es- 
tablished in 1977. Production of corn for grain in 1979 total- 
ed 307 million bushels, up 14 percent from the previous year. 
This was the first time the State’s crop exceeded 300 million 
bushels. Corn for silage was cut from 900,000 acres, a decline 
of 20,000 acres from 1978. Yields of silage averaged 12 tons 
per acre, the same as in 1978. 


acreage of 


Oats were harvested from only 980,000 acres in 1979, the 
first time since 1880 that there were less than | million acres 
of oats harvested. Yields averaged 57 bushels per acre in 1979, 
up | bushel from 1978. Production of oats totaled nearly 56 
million bushels, 11 percent below the 1978 crop. 

Production of all hay in 1979 was a record of nearly 12.6 
million tons, 8 percent more than in 1978. Both acreage and 
yield of hay were up in 1979. Soybean acreage increased 
sharply in 1979 as the 295,000 acres harvested were 80,000 
acres more than in 1978. Yield of soybeans averaged 34 
bushels per acre, 2 bushels above 1978. A record 10 million 
bushels of soybeans were produced in 1979, up 46 percent 
from the previous year. 

Tobacco production was estimated at 25.1 million pounds 
for 1979, an increase of 24 percent from 1978 and the larg- 
est crop since 1950. The 17 million hundredweight of pota- 
toes produced in 1979 was 2 percent less than in 1978. 
Wheat production for 1979 was 39 percent more than the 
previous year. Rye production increased in 1979 but output 
of barley was down. 

Apple production in 1979 was 18 percent under 1978. The 
cherry crop of 14.6 million pounds was 27 percent above 
1978 and the largest crop since 1971. Strawberry production 
for 1979 was equal to 1978 but cranberry production was up 
9 percent. The maple syrup crop in 1979 was down 16 per- 
cent from the previous year, while production of mint for 
oil increased 19 percent. 


Crop Summary of Wisconsin for 1979 




















Acreage for harvest Yield per acre Production 
Crop & 1977 a 1978 | 1979 1977 1978 [ 1979 1977 oa 1978 | 1979 
Thousands l Thousands 
FIELD CROPS 
COTAsfOrmPraltin-mccss sy =r. = 2,800 2,750 2,980 104.0 98.0 103.0 Bu 291,200 269,500 306,940 
Corp\silage een ts ee 980 920 900 1250 12.0 12.0 Ton 11,760 11,040 10,800 
CIS IS ae Aseeie sities Mars, ats L150 AO) 980 65.0 56.0 Screw Bu 76,050 62,720 55,860 
IBanleyaie meee eerat h eaeciafe sels 250) 2h 24 54.0 49.0 49.0 Bu 1,566 HIS33 1,176 
eel ie Bors a mca ee ce 14 17 16 26.0 21.0 23.0 Bu. 364 SiSa7) 368 
Wie ae CAM) ete ce. eo rie 75 45 54 41.0 34.7 40.0 Bu. 3.005 1,560 2,162 
W nite earners a. ee baste s 60 =i) 38 43.0 36.0 43.0 Bu. 2,580 1,188 1,634 
PRIM Se wa, Wee es tehh oct coc 1S 12 16 32.0) 31.0 33.0 Bu 495 a2 528 
soybeans for beans. .... . 192 245 295 35.0 32.0 34.0 Bu. 6,720 6,880 10,030 
POUATOCSH TAR): veesiget og) ae acre 33.5 55.0 54.0 325 SiS Sis) Cwt. 18,038 Passa 17,010 
MoObpaccor(alhyt oH. 4 a .sa5 2 12.0 Ne F9 | 12.9 2,032 1,678 1,949 Lb 24,385 20,305 25,140 
SLY DiCt Soya ids, a aear eye 6.2 6.2 6.3 2,020 1,800 2,000 Lb 12,524 11,160 12,600 
DVAPHE: SIS! rat, sven os SEMA > 5.8 5.9 6.6 2,045 1,550 1,900 Lb 11,861 9,145 12,540 
PSppenaiintr sss: oa. ee eee - Nee 8.2 9.0 33 34 35 Lb 238 279 315 
SPLAT twas ls clot ea. 239 3.8 4.4 3 37 42 Lb 107 141 185 
HAY AND FORAGE 
ES Val (aly ep elytra tae ele os Uh 4,040 4,000 4,030 2.97 2091 Set te) Ton 12,002 11,635 12,555 
Alfalifacandamnixtures (25. a.. « 3,100 3,100 3,100 325 3.10 3.30 Ton 10,075 9,610 10,230 
AlMotienc auarteoaie cue cone 940 900 930 2:05 225 2.50 Ton 1,927 2,025 23325) 
VEGETABLE CROPS 
(OPV OUSI bets or Cl ceo emoE ieoe che B85 au 4.5 467 413 417 Cwt. 1,636 1,529 1,878 
(OPN OL EVE ohooh oe ab. Ihacuprin aes 5.0 4.8 4.8 425 375 436 Cwt. Do 1,800 2,091 
jevey i atye, Syn Cae Sak Seren nae 1.4 12. If 230 215 215 Cwt. 322) 258 2347, 
Onions, commercial ..... es? Wek) 15. 290 295 290 Cwt. 348 443 435 
lor processing: 
Green lima beans .... .- ae) 6.4 6.9 ie) g/ .94 1.06 Ton 1/ 6.9 6.0 Thee 
Pensun Me Ces uate fon 0%, )3 HOES 977-0 109.6 1.36 ate 1.62 Ton 1/ 146.2 108.7 177.6 
SMP Was! eget eo ye 67.2 68.0 eles) 2.76 Pol 2.68 Ton 185.5 188.4 2253 
SWeEetGorl =) eas. aaah + 130.7 110.8 121.4 4.56 4.55 4.58 Ton 596.0 504.2 556.0 
Cucumber for pickles 9.4 bit ya 10.3 6.23 5.50 6.21 Ton 58.6 61.1 64.0 
Beets for canning.... .- 6.9 7.6 8.1 S37 WPAsi7/ 12.86 Ton 95.0 94.0 104.2 
PRU TT See. 
Apples, commercial ..... ~ = = = = = Lb 56,000 66,000 54,000 
MAR ECIIeNRNeS eis 2) ose i ee ~ = = = = = Ton 12,200 11,500 14,600 
LOFSV TOU att Leh te Baga) Reg cectis 6.4 7.0 7.1 133.4 117.4 126.8 Bbl. 854 822 900 
SPN HMC Soe ishigtee le ee sven eS 1.4 hes 24 27 25 Cwt. 31 38 38 











1/Shelled. 
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CORN ACREAGE MAY 
BE INCREASED IN 1980 


Based ona planting intentions survey as of January 1, farm- 
ers in Wisconsin and the Nation indicated that corn acreage 
may be increased in 1980. Wisconsin farmers expected to 
plant 4.1 million acres of corn this year, up 4 percent from 
1979. The National corn acreage was indicated at 81.6 mil- 
lion acres, also 4 percent higher than last year. 

Plantings of soybeans in Wisconsin for 1980 were intended 
at 360,000 acres, 20 percent above 1979. The Nation’s soy- 
bean acreage was expected to show little change from the 
70.6 million acres planted in 1979. 

The January 1 survey indicated that acreage of oats in 
both Wisconsin and the Nation would continue downward. 
The State’s oat acreage was estimated at 1,060,000 acres for 
this year, down 4 percent from last year and the lowest in 
one hundred years. Nationally, the acreage of oats was intend- 
ed at 13.3 million acres in 1980, a decline of 5 percent from 
O79: 

Wisconsin’s barley acreage for this year was expected to to- 
tal 27,000 acres, an increase of 8 percent from last year. Bar- 
ley acreage in the Nation may be up 11 percent in 1980. 

Seedings of spring wheat in Wisconsin during 1980 could 
amount to 19,000 acres, 12 percent more than the previous 
year. Spring wheat acreage in the Nation was indicated at 


SOYBEAN ACREAGE PLANTED 


Wisconsin 1970-80 
400 
Thous. Acres 

300 
200 Cae 

100 

I970 1975 1980 
Intentions 


15.7 million acres this year, up 1 percent from 1979. 

Wisconsin farmers seeded 50,000 acres of winter wheat in 
the fall of 1979, an increase of 25 percent from a year earlier. 
The 56.8 million acres of winter wheat planted in the Nation 
last fall was 9 percent more than the previous year. 

The January | acreage intentions survey was taken prior to 
the announcement on January 4 of the grain embargo against 
the Soviet Union. Actual acres planted may vary from those 
indicated on the intentions survey due to such reasons as the 
grain embargo, weather conditions, prices of grain, costs of 
farm production inputs, and government agricultural pro- 
grams. 


Planted acreage, Selected Crops, 1980 Intentions Compared with 1978 and 1979 Planted Acreage 
Wisconsin and United States 





Wisconsin 


17 | 





Change from 
last year 






United States 


Change from 
last year 















1,000 acres 


Field comet. eg sie es oe eas 3,950 
Oats) Cea metne tte em atr y aa 1,250 1,100 1,060 






Soybeans2\pa's ste & «ene 220 300 360 
Barley 205 /(ieiscael oe 9 eeseercbeate 28 25 27 
Spring wheat Wie. es eaten 13 17 19 


Winter owvhea t/5)/iiie sean eiane 35 40 50 
























Percent 1,000 acres Percent 
+4 78,600 81,639 + 4 
— 4 16,087 13,985 13,313 — 5 
+20 63,503 70,629 70,689 nics 
+ 8 9,556 7,622 8,431 El Os | 
Ea Ws 14,176 LSJ 27 15,734 aie MH 
+25 47,893 51,919 56,841 +9 





1/U. S. total includes acreage planted preceding fall. 2/Grown alone for all purposes. 3/Seeded in fall of preceding year. 


FEEDER PIG PRICES LOWER 


Wisconsin farmers reported paying an average of $54.00 
per one hundred pounds of feeder pigs in November 1979. 
This was $6.00 below the August 1979 price and the lowest 
since October 1976. Feeder pig prices declined by more than 
half in the past year. 


Wisconsin Feeder Pig Prices 1/ 








Year February May August November 
Dollars per cwt. 
1:9 7 Oyeeenene 52.50 62.80 47.00 31.50 
1907 EL ere ae. 22.90 30.00 31.90 34.90 
£972 Spa 45.10 54.00 58.30 58.80 
1973 be ee 60.50 77.20 86.20 80.20 
LOT 4 ocite es 76.80 71.00 43.00 44.50 
OTS viene 57.50 91.00 99.50 120.00 
LOGOS concurs 100.00 110.00 82.50 52.00 
VOFTS topcase 57.50 86.00 86.50 86.50 
197 Sit te aa 86.00 114.00 106.00 113.00 
LORS) Gees 106.00 99.00 60.00 54.00 





1/Prior to 1979, the data was published for the months of January, April, July 
and October. 


POULTRY STOCKS HIGHER 


Cold storage stocks of poultry in the Nation at the end of 
1979 totaled 386.2 million pounds, 38 percent more than a 
year earlier. Stocks of frozen chicken were up 40 percent, 


Cold Storage Stocks of Red Meat and Poultry 
United States, December 31, 1979 and Comparisons 








é Change 
Commodity Nov. 30 | Dec. 31 fombtect 
year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
FROZEN MEAT 
Beef, Avett tees eee 315,555 -405,351 3213759" 3535922 | — 13 
Bork 4i.5, eek sure cen ies tas) lite 185,854 241,806 258,416 282,851 ap ala 
Viealiis et niepenmetene 11,424 9,093, 8,595 10,473 + 15 
Lamb and mutton .... LO;O96) 5 TIFTG eh 1-00 10,800 -— 8 
CANNED MEATS 
IN COOLER 
Ffams'; 2.75 te tp saree ites 30,770 39,049 41,115 35,534 - 9 
Other meats 47s site eee 12,939 16,543 16,926 17,079 eens 
Total red’meatil)/<. ¢-94 1 35 566,638 723,558 657,882 710,659 — 2 
FROZEN POULTRY 
Chicken) all ear. eee 138,595 101,888 149,412 142,348 + 40 
Turkeys,alli 5 5). cen taysie L6M943) 17S 099 27745730 COO nk S gi oss, 
Totalipoultry 2/2. 2 3. 310,038 280,138 432,575 386,234 + 38 








1/Excludes cooler beef and cooler pork. 2/Includes frozen ducks. 
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while turkey stocks showed an increase of 37 percent. 

Red meat supplies in cold storage on December 31, 1979 
were down 2 percent from that date in 1978. Frozen beef 
stocks amounted to nearly 354 million pounds, 13 percent 
under a year ago. Pork stocks, at almost 283 million pounds, 
were up 17 percent from December 31, 1978. Lamb and 
mutton stocks at the end of December were 8 percent below 
the previous year, but stocks of veal had an increase of 15 
percent. 


during October through December were 7 percent below that 
quarter in 1978. Fed cattle marketings for the last quarter of 
1979 were 15 percent less than the comparable quarter a year 
earlier. Expected marketings for the first quarter of 1980 are 
indicated at 5 percent under January-March 1979. 

Placements of cattle on feed in Wisconsin during October 
through December were up 27 percent from a year earlier. 
The State marketed 10 percent more fed catile in the last 
quarter of 1979 than in the comparable quarter of 1978. Mar- 


ketings for the first quarter of 1980 were expected to be up 
13 percent. 


Cattle on Feed By Quarters 
January 1, 1980 with Comparisons 1/ 







Change from 
last year 


HOG SLAUGHTER 
HIGHER IN DECEMBER 






















1,000 head Percent 


ATIZONG Was aie co Wee ves ose 490 —14 

California .......-. 845 796 765 764 mod The number of hogs slaughtered in Wisconsin during De- 
Colerados acne eee 1,020 1,080 840 960 arg 

[dahon oe eee 249 224 217 260 +16 cember was up 21 percent from a year earlier, while the Na- 
UilinGis?? erin eee 650 510 340 460 =10 ee WG : 
Tiadiat: Re ee: ee oe es AaB an tion’s hog kill increased 19 percent. Sow slaughter in the 
Lawes Jideve, cue ea ta. = 1,690 1,620 ° 1,100  , 1,390 14 State for December was 4 percent above the previous year, 
Kansas yee ss 1,400. 1,440 1,190 | .1;270 20) 3 : 4 
Michigan keene oe 200 180 130 165 ar and the number of sows butchered in the Nation was up 42 
Minnesota......... 400 400 265 390 ou) 

IMERGAa Trt NEE 5 hin eae yee 220 180 85 120 =33 Perec : 

Motitana sete ai: se 81 80 32 63 21 There were 13 percent fewer cattle slaughtered in the Na- 
Nebraskal (os i sige le & 1,700 1,800 1,400 1,680 aie] : : : 

Reisinger ise DE as ee Dao ee tion during December than a year earlier as both the number 
ao Dakota....... ae ee fee ae 5 of cows and steers and heifers were lower. Wisconsin’s cattle 
LOD Gusti Sa, ee an) Y 
Glilahoiiacc eke coke 360 345 298 330 Bi slaughter was 4 percent above December 1978 due to ahigh- 

Oregon’: <.eiereis Neurone 98 75 59 73 = 3 . ; 

Pearlstein ae an nA is ie er kill of steers and heifers. : 

South Dakota....... 365 340 265 350 eee Calf slaughter in both Wisconsin and the Nation during De- 
TeKaeiay cup Wek iro net 1,850 2,000 1,780 1,970 art b siaae at ; 

Washington ........ 188 ikig cember was below the previous year. 

WUSCONSIN oc) sie «eel! = 106 + 6 





a The 400 head of sheep and lambs butchered in Wisconsin 
during December were equal to a year earlier. Sheep and lamb 
slaughter Nationally for December was down 2 percent from 
December 1978. 

Preliminary estimates of livestock slaughter in Wisconsin 
for 1979 show a decline from 1978 for all species except 
sheep and lambs. Livestock slaughter in the Nation for 1979 
was also below the previous year except for sows and all hogs. 


SCS TAUCS en near ens 


1/Cattle and calves on feed are animals being fattened for slaughter market on 
grain or other concentrates which are expected to produce a carcass that will 
grade good or better. 


FEWER CATTLE ON FEED 


Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter market totaled 11.7 
million head in the 23 major feeding states at the beginning 
of 1980. This was 7 percent fewer than were on feed January 
1, 1979. Cattle feeders in Wisconsin had 112,000 head on 
feed, an increase of 6 percent from a year ago. 

Placements of cattle and calves on feed in the 23 states 


Commercial Slaughter, December 1978 and 1979, Wisconsin.and United States 1/ 





Number slaughtered Total liveweight 

















Species and area 
December January - December December 
Change from Change from Change from 
A 1979 last year 2/ ae aes last year 2/ 19:78 oe last year 2/ 
1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent Million pounds Percent 
WISCONSIN 
Cattle-all eri, wis tcereh sc. 97 101 + 4 T2515) 1,021 — 19 112.9 120.2 + 7 
COWSIS/ Mer mene tierce: 52.3 49.8 —5 663.3 491.2 — 26 _ eS ne 
Steers and heifers 3/ . . 30.7 36.9 + 20 415.4 37250 —10 _ = Ee 
Mal veswecni emer arte ten tel ons 34 34 — 1 412 347 — 16 6.1 6.5 + 6 
Fo gorvalll Baer siect shop win wueine 161 195 ak 2,647 2,178 — 18 39.2 46.4 +18 
SOws73/) ao casted © 2.8 2.9 + 4 62.9 33.9 — 46 =. a 
Sheep andlambs ...... 4 4 n.c. Se 5.5 + 6 424/ 45 4/ He) 
UNITED STATES 
Gabelenyall) ence aimed (emai tet stig 3,047 2,651 —13 39,552 33,650 —15 3,244 2,859 =11'2 
COWSBi/ieriteus tae 562 494 —12 7,913 5,546 =30 = = A 
Steers and heifers 3/ . . 2,220 1,930 —13 10,981 9,112 —17 = tS *3 
UAUOSE AA oe felis vibe vee Nerve) cats 300 216 —28 4,170 2,824 — 32 69 51 = 26 
EVesynaliee ie eet nedic ee, 6,434 T3637 +19 PTS IVS 89,089 ees: 1,590 1,877 iS 
SOWSioi) ects tactiedia serraies 346 493 +42 3,874 4,793 + 24 es = uA 
Sheep andlambs ...... 411 403 —2 5,369 5,017 -— 7 47 47 - 1 














1/Excludes farm slaughter. 2/Percent change based on unrounded values. 3/Federally inspected only. 4/Expressed in thousands. 
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FED STEER PRICE UP 


Prices of good grade fed steers at the St. Paul market aver- 
aged $60.28 a hundredweight in December. This was an in- 
crease of 46 cents from November and $10.23 above a year 
earlier. 

Utility cows at St. Paul averaged $47.10 a hundredweight 
for December, up $1.37 from the previous month and $3.28 
higher than last year. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 


Pe rote Paul & Kansas City 1977, 78,79 


Good Feeder 
Steers KC. 


PaF 7 fe,e % 
**._-#- Good Steers,* 


ae el oooh aus 





Good grade feeder steers weighing 600-700 pounds averag- 
ed $72.25 a hundredweight at the Kansas City market in De- 
cember, a decline of 23 cents from November but $11.37 
more than December 1978. 


HOG MARKET HIGHER 


Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market averaged 
$37.95 a hundredweight in December, an increase of nearly 
$2.00 from the previous month. However, the December av- 
erage for barrows and gilts was $11.56 below a year earlier. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
ae St Paul 


Monthly Averages 1977,78,79 





$ per Cwt. 
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